
 

   May 18, 2020 

Dear LSA Family, 

We all wish we could look into a crystal ball to predict the future. We are living in a world of 
uncertainty, but what I know is that Lake Superior Academy plans to always be part of our local 
educational community. We are wrapping up our fourth year and we couldn't be more proud of 
our students, families and staff who have pivoted to at-home learning and teaching to ensure the 
continuity of education.  

We have tried to embrace the uncertainty and continue to prepare plans for the future. As a 
school community, we’ve got this! Being innovative and adaptive are two reasons why schools 
like ours exist. We are not going to let these times stop us from doing what we do best – 
educating and caring for kids! 

Below you will find some information about this year, summer programs and preliminary 
preparations for the fall. 

This Year 

We will not be making up or extending our 2019/2020 school year. Our last day of distance 
learning for this school year is June 5.  The week of June 1-5 will be used for students to 
complete unfinished work, for teachers to prepare final reports and  for families to hold 
Parent/Teacher meetings - virtually. 

Summer School  

As of right now, we do not have direction from the state regarding the ability to open the school 
building for summer school and camps. Because of this, we are planning as if we are NOT 
having summer school or camps. As soon as we know more, you will be the first to know our 
plan. Of course, if we do have summer school on campus, we will be taking the necessary 
precautions to ensure students and staff will be safe. 

Preparation for the 2020/21 School Year 

As much as we would like to return to school as “normal” next year, we know it will be nothing 
close to normal. It is not yet clear if schools will be in-person to start the 2020-21 school year. 
We anticipate that this decision will be made by Governor Whitmer and the Michigan 
Department of Education over the summer months. What we do know is the path to reopening 
must be based on the public health frameworks guided by the gradual relaxation of the stay home 
measures adopted this spring. Reopened schools will need modifications based on guidance from 



national, state and local health officials, which could include physical distancing, building access 
screenings with symptom and temperature checks and frequent disinfecting of classrooms. 

Although our wish is that students, teachers and staff will be returning to school buildings this 
fall by simply adding elevated precautionary measures, we do not know if this will be an option. 
We are proactively creating plans for the fall that address the unique needs of our school 
community. We know there is not a “one-size-fits-all” approach and many family needs will be 
different. 

I would like to share several scenarios we are considering for fall enrollment. We do not know 
which ones we will be able to offer, but we would like sincere input from our families so we 
know in advance what would work better for you.  We know there will be many adjustments and 
requirements that are not comfortable for any of us, but please look over the listed options and 
provide feedback for us as we develop our plans. 

1. Fully online option - with Montessori-based instructional model. It is very hard to 
provide a fully integrated Montessori approach to learning through and online 
format.  However, with our fully online option, we will provide many resources to 
incorporate as much of the Montessori philosophy and material as possible through an 
online learning environment. 

2. Half day in person, ½ day online. Each student would attend class as usual either in the 
a.m. (8-12) or p.m. (12:30 - 4:30) Monday - Thursday. Montessori material kits provided 
for home use. Online learning and support will be provided to students during the part of 
the day they are not in the school building. 

3. Split day in person schooling.  Half of the class would attend in class 8-3 Monday and 
Tuesday and the other half would attend in class on Wednesdays and Thursdays 8-
3.  Again, online learning and support will be provided to students online during their 
time out of the actual classroom. 

Again, without knowing what the future holds, we are creating a roadmap of essential actions to 
implement a safe, efficient and equitable return to school - however that may look in the fall. In 
any case, “Return to School Guidelines”, supported by the CDC and OSHA, will be in place to 
help. We will be prepared for the fall!  

The pandemic arrived quickly, and when we first were directed to close our school buildings in 
March, we did not realize it would be the last time we would see our students in person this 
school year. Thank you for standing next to us as we navigate the future together. Our first 
priority is always the health and safety of our students. We sincerely miss them. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me via email. 

Thank you, 

 
 
Susie Schlehuber, Head of School 
Lake Superior Academy 
susieschlehuber@choiceschools.com 
 
 

mailto:susieschlehuber@choiceschools.com


- - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

You may share your responses to this survey via email, Facebook or through the mail. If you 
choose to return the survey via USPS, this address should be used: PO Box 46, Dafter MI  49724 
 
What we need is simple.  If you were presented with the following options for Fall Enrollment, 
which would you choose?  Also, we would greatly appreciate any additional configurations of 
school attendance or healthy ideas for us to consider as we move ahead with fall planning. 
 
If I had to choose one of the following options (Each of which is explained above in more 
detail), it would be: 
 

1. Fully online option - with Montessori-based instructional model. _________ 
2. Half day in person schooling.   _______ 
3. Split day in person schooling.   _______ 

4. Other options to consider: 

 


